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The Laikipia County Tourism Bill,2015

THE LAIKIPIA COUNTY TOURISM BILL,2015

A Bill for

AN ACT of the Laikipia County of Assembly to provide
for the promotion and development of tourism in
the county and for connected purposes-

ENACTED by the County Assembly of Laikipia, as
follows-

PART I-RELIMINARY
1. This Act may cited as the Laikipia County Tourism shontrtre

Act,20l5.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires- Interpretatron

"Department" means the county department
responsible for tourism as established by the County
Executive Committee;

"Executive Member' means the County Executive
Committee Member responsible for tourism;

"inter-departmental committee" means the
Interdepartmental Tourism Development Co-ordinating
Committee established under section 9;

"tourism circuit" means a route on which major
tourism destinations are located, with well defined entry
and exit points; and

"Tourism Sector Committee" means the County
Tourism Sector Committee established under section 10.

3. The purpose of this Act is to provide for the PurposeortheAct

implementation of section 7 (d) of Part 2 of the Fourth
Schedule to the Constitution and to provide for-

(a) promotion and facilitation of growth and
development of tourism sector'

promotion of the county as a tourism destination;

promotion of sustainable local tourism;

promotion and facilitation of development of
conducive investment climate in tourism sector;
and

(b)

(c)

(d)

i
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(e) promotion of local economic development.
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PART II-ADMINISTRATION
4. The Department shall be responsible for-
(a) promoting the growth and development of the

tourism sector;

(b) facilitating and promoting local and extemal
investment in tourism sector;

(c) promoting local tourism;

(d) acting as the liaison with the national government
on promotion and development of tourism;

(e) facilitating community and private sector
participation in tourism development;

(f) in collaboration with other stakeholders,
facilitating the development of policies, strategies
and plans for tourism promotion and
development;

(g) carrying out research and maintaining such data
and statistics related to tourism;

(h) facilitatingpublic-private engagement;

(i) initiating and facilitating projects for providing
linkages between tourism sector and local
communities;

0) monitoring and evaluating the implementation of
this Act; and

(k) carrying out any other functions as may be
assigned by the Executive lvlember.

5. The County Public Service Board shall, in ornccrs.

consultation with the Executive Member, establish offices
and appoint such officers under the Department, in
accordance with the County Govemments Act.

6. (l) The Department shall, within three months after rounsm status

the end of each financial year, prepare and submit to the report'

Executive Member a tourism status report for the
immediate preceding year which shall consist of-

(a) the status of the implementation of the Act;
(b) the growth in the tourism sector characterized by

number of visitors visiting the county for tourism
purposes whether from within or outside the
county;

Functrons of the

Department.
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(c) the number of new facilities, programs or
activities set up or initiated to promote tourism;

(d) measures taken to promote tourism in regard to
various forms of tourism specified under this Act;

(e) challenges faced in implementing the Act;

(0 the level of participation of the private sector in
promoting tourism; and

(g) any other matter as the Executive Member may
require.

(2) The Executive Member shall, within fourteen days
of receiving the report submit it to the County Executive
Committee and thereafter within twenty one days transmit
it to the Clerk of the County Assembly for tabling before
the County Assembly for consideration.

(3) The Department shall-
(a) publish the report prepared under subsection (l);
(b) publicize the report to the private sector and

residents in the county; and

(c) facilitate the collation of views and feedback
from county residents in relation to the report.

PART III-TOURISM PROMOTION AND
DEVELOPMENT

7. The Department shall promote and facilitate tourism
development through-

(a) providing technical support and advisory services
to tourism service providers;

(b) carrying out regular assessment on investment
climate in the tourism sector and proposing to the
Executive. Member the neeessary policy and
legislaiive . mqaqures' for devltopment of
favourable tourism inyestment climate;

(c) reviewing policies and practices that affect
investment climate in tourism and advising the
County Executive Committee on appropriate
measures to be adopted for promoting tourism
development;

Tounsm promotron
and development.
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(d) in collaboration with tourism stakeholders,
initiating programs for developing sustainable
tourism sector and marketing the county as a
tourist destination;

(e) providing sectoral and inter sectoral linkages
among private sector players within and outside
the county;

promoting and facilitating linkages and
partnerships between operators or stakeholders in
the tourism sector in the county with external;

facilitating training and capacity building of
players in the tourism sector;

mobilizing local communities and residents to
participate in the tourism industry;

in collaboration with other relevant private and
public stakeholders, facilitate the development
and promotion of specific tourism products;

0) promotion and ensuring environmental
conservation and sustainable development in the
tourism sector; and

(k) carrying out any other function as may be
assigned by the Executive Member.

8.(l) The Department shall, in collaboration with rourr\nrm'rstL'rpran

county public and private sector stakeholders prepare a ten-
year tourism master plan which shall be a sectoral plan for
the purposes of the County Governments Act.

(2) The tourism master plan shall provide among
others for-

(a) matters related to the implementation of this Act;

(b) investment strategy for promotion of
development of tourism sector'

development of infrastructure necessary for the
growth and development of the tourism sector;

specific strategies for facilitating growth and
sustainability of each tourism sub sector;

specific strategies for implementing section 17

and l8;

(0

(e)

(h)

(i)

(c)

(d)

(e)
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(0 estimated financial costs for implementing the
plan; and

(g) any other matter as the Executive Member may
require.

(3) The tourism master plan shall be the basis of
service delivery planning and budgeting for the tourism
sector in the department.

( ) In accordance with the County Governments Act,
the tourism master plan may be reviewed annually in order
to address emerging trends and policies in the tourism
sector.

9. (l ) There is established
Tourism Development Committee.

the Inter-departmental Interdepartmental

Development Co-
ordrnatrng
Commrttee

(2) The Inter-departmental Committee shall consist
of-

(a) all chief officers responsible for administering
policy matters affecting tourism as designated by
the County Executive Committee; and

(b) any officer responsible for a department of
national government in the county that is
responsible for policy matters affecting tourism
in the county.

(3) The Chief Officer responsible for tourism shall be
the chairperson of the Interdepartmental Committee and the
county officer in charge of tourism in the department shall
be the Secretary.

(4) The Inter-departmental Committee shall be
responsible for-

(a) co-ordinating development and implementation
of inter sectoral policies, plans and programs
related to tourism;

(b) developing of common strategy for tourism
promotion and development;

(c) advising the County Executive Committee on
appropriate policies and programs for promoting
and facilitating tourism promotion and
development including promotion of investment
and business climate in the tourism industry;

I
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(d) coordinating implementation of inter sectoral
policies and programs related to tourism;

(e) facilitating collaboration with national
govemment on tourism development; and

(0 carrying any other function as may be assigned
by the County Executive Committee.

(5) The Department shall provide the secretariat
services to the Inter-departmental Committee.

(6) The lnter-departmental Committee shall submit
monthly progress reports of its operations to the County
Executive Committee.

10. (1) There is established the County Tourism ,t"";Tlr.".Ji;l''
Sector Committee.

(2) The County Tourism Sector Committee shall
consist of--

(a) the Executive Member who shall be the
chairperson;

(b) the Chief Officer responsible for tourism who
shall be an ex fficio member and the secretary to
the Committee;

(c) three persons nominated by the tourism sectoral
committees established under section 11 in
accordance with the prescribed procedure and
appointed by the Executive Member in
consultation with the Governor: Provided that at
least one person shall be nominated by the hotel
industry;

(d) two professionals who are qualified and
experienced in matters related to tourism
appointed by the Executive Member in
consultation with the Governor: Provided that
one person shall be ofeither gender;

(e) one person representing persons with disabilities
appointed by the Executive Member in
consultation with the Governor by virtue of the
person's experience and involvement of the
tourism sector;
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the Executive Members responsible for wildlife,
environment, security, land, culfure and
agriculture who shall be ex fficio members; and

representatives of all national government
agencies involved in matters related to tourism in
the county.

(3) The County Tourism Sector Committee shall be
responsible for-

(a) facilitating collaboration and partnership between
the county government and the private sector in
the county on tourism promotion and
development matters;

(b) collating issues affecting the private sector in the
county on tourism development that require to be
addressed by the county government;

(c) advising the County Executive Committee on
appropriate measures to be adopted in promoting
tourism sector development;

facilitating the formation of representative
organizations of tourism subsectors;

participating in promotion and development of
the tourism sector;

(0 facilitating implementation of county policies and
programs related to tourism sector development;

(g) facilitating the planning of county public-private
tourism sector consultative forums; and

(h) carrying out any other function as may be
assigned by the Executive Member.

(4) A member of the Committee may-
(a) at any time resign from office by issuing notice in

writing to the chairperson of the Board for a
period of not less than three months;

(b) be removed from office
member, for-

by the executive

(i) serious violation of the Constitution or any
other written law;

(0

(e)

(d)

(e)
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(ii) gross misconduct, whether in the
performance of the functions of the office or
otherwise;

(iii) physical or mental incapacity to perform the
functions of office;

(iv) incompetence; or

(v) bankruptcy.

11. (l) The Executive Member shall facilitate the
establishment of tourism sectoral committees for tourism
service providers.

(2) A tourism sectoral committee shall consist of the
classified operators or players in a specific sub sector
within the tourism sector.

(3) A tourism sectoral committee shall be responsible
for-

advising the Executive Member and the County
Public-Private Tourism Sector Committee on
policies and matters related to the specific sub-
sector;

facilitating mobilization, development and
capacity building for the operators in the sub
sector;

coordinating sub-sector specific collaboration
with the county government; and

facilitating implementation of county policies,
plans and programs related to the sub sector.

(4) The Executive Member shall-
(a) classify the tourism subsectors in accordance

with the national policy fbr the purposes of this
Act; and

(b) prescribe the procedure of establishment of a

tourism sectoral committee.

12. (l) The Department shall in collaboration with
relevant stakeholders initiate, promote or facilitate the
establishment and provision of training programs for local
communities on the various fields of practice and operation
in the tourism sector.

Tourrsm sectoral
Commrttees.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

'frarnrng and skrlls
development
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(2) The training described under subsection (l) may be
accredited or non-accredited.

13. The Department shall collaborate or facilitate
collaboration with national govemment and other county
governments in promotion and development of tourism.

14. (1) The Department shall, in collaboration with
local communities, residents and other stakeholders,
develop and implement programs, plans and strategies so as
to integrate and facilitate the local communities
participation in the economic activities related to tourism.

(2) The economic activities shall include-
(a) community based enterprises targeting the

tourism sector;

(b) supply of good and services related to tourism
sector; and

(c) market linkages within the tourism sector.

(3) The Department shall promote and facilitate
capacity development of local communities and residents in
order to participate in the implementation of this section.

PART IV-PROVISION OF TOURISM SERVICES

15. The Department shall register
providers in the tourism industry for the
effectiveness and efficiency in service delivery.

(2) A tourist information centre shall facilitate access
to information and communication related to tourism and
shall be-

(a) a repository of all information related to tourism
in the sub-county, the county; and

(b) situated in such location as shall be accessible to
tourists or visitors to the county.

17. (1) The Department shall map and identi$r all
tourism attraction sites, features or activities and shall
maintain an inventory of all the sites, features or activities
identified under this section.

all SefViCe Resrstratron
- serurce provrders

purposes ot

16. (1) The Department shall establish tourist rou.st ,nromar,on

information centres in each sub-county.

Inter-agency
collaboratron

Economrc
partlclpatron

Tounsm mapprng
and brandrng.
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(2) The Department shall in collaboration with other
private and public sector agencies develop and brand the
tourism sites, features or activities.

(3) The County Executive Committee shall, in
collaboration with other public and private sector entities
ensure that there is adequate and appropriate physical
infrastructure for facilitating implementation of this
section.

18. (1) Notwithstanding section 17, the Departmenl Fomsortourtsm

shall in collaboration with other national and county
government agencies or departments develop, promote or
facilitate the development of tourism focusing on-

(a) conference and business;

(b) cultural activities;

(c) wildlife;

(d) ecological features;

(e) sports;

(f) natural sceneries;

(g) medical tourism;

(h) urban tourism; and

(i) any other form as may be prescribed by the
Executive Member.

(2) The County Executive Committee shall within
three months adopt measures and plans for developing,
branding and promoting the forms of tourism described
under sub section (1) as appropriate and which shall
include the development of tourism products related to each
form of tourism.

(3) The Executive Member shall within nine months
upon the coming into force of this Act, submit to the
County Executive Committee, a status report outlining the
progress taken in implementing this section and section 17.

19. (l) The Department shall in collaboration with rourtsmctrcutts

the national government and other relevant stakeholders
develop and promote tourism circuits and such tourism
routes as shall be appropriate.

il
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(2) The tourism circuits established under this section
shall be integrated with the tourism circuits established by
the national govemment for the region.

20. The Department shall, in collaboration with the
national government and the operators in hotel industry
initiate, promote and implement a program for
standardization and classification of hotels in accordance
with the established standards.

21. (l) The County Assembly shall in each financial
year appropriate such monies as are necessary for the
implementation of this Act.

(2) The Department shall establish funding
mechanisms with public and private sector entities for the
purposes of implementation of this Act.

(3) There shall retained such earnings received from
each tourism site managed by the county government as
may be prescribed.

(a) The earnings retained under subsection (3) shall be
utilized for the pu{poses of development and management
of the tourism site.

PART V-GENERAL PROVISIONS

22. The Executive Member may make Regulations
generally for the better carrying out of the objects of this
Act.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection
(l), the Regulations may-

(a) prescribe the classification of tourism sectors
under this Act;

(b) prescribe the procedure for establishing tourism
sector committees;

(c) procedure for nominating private sector members
to the County Tourism Sector Committee; and

(d) prescribe the amount of earnings to be retained
for each tourism site.

Hotel
standardlzatron and
classrficatlon
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MEMORANDUM OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Firstly, this Bill seeks to implement section 7 (d) of Part 2 of the
Fourth Schedule to the Constitution on promotion of local tourism.

Secondly, this Bill seeks to provide for a legal framework for
promoting development of tourism in the local development.

PART I of the Bill provides for preliminary matters such as
interpretation and the purpose of the Bill.

PART II of the Bill provides for administration matters. The Part
assigns functions to the Department responsible for tourism, which include
promoting development and growth of tourism development in the sector,
facilitating and promoting local and external investment in tourism sector,
promoting local tourism and promoting community and private sector
participation in tourism development.

The Part provides for the preparation of annual tourism status report,
which will cover matters related extent of implementation of this Act and
tourism development and growth during the year.

PART III of the Bill provides for tourism promotion and
development. The Part obligates the Department responsible for tourism to
provide technical support and advisory services to tourism service
providers, carrying out regular investment climate in tourism sector and
providing sectoral linkages among private sector players within and
outside the county.

The Part provides for the development of tourism master plan, which
would provide for investment sffategy in for promoting development of
tourism sector and specific strategies for facilitating investment in the
tourism sector.

The Part provides for establishment of the Inter-departmental
Tourism Development Coordinating Committee, which consists of all
Chief Officers who are responsible for administering policy matters
affecting tourism and any officer of national government responsible
matters related to tourism in the county. The Committee is obligated to
coordinate implementation of inter sectoral policies related to tourism as

well as coordinating program implementation and advising the County
Executive Committee on appropriate tourism sector policies.

The Part provides for establishment of the County Public-Private
Tourism Sector Committee, which consists of members drawn from public
and private sector. The Committee is responsible for coordination
collaboration between county government and the private sector and
facilitating implementation of tourism policies and programs and advising

t3
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the private sector on appropriate measures to be adopted in development
oftourism sector.

The Part also provides for establishment of tourism sectoral
Commiffees. It also provides fbr setting up training and skills development
programs and economic participation by local communities in economic
activities related to tourism.

PART IV of the Bill provides for provision of tourism services. It
provides for registration of tourism service providers, establishment of
tourism information cemes, tourism mapping and branding, establishment
of tourism circuits and linking then with the regional tourism circuit and
promotion of standardization and classification of hotels operating within
the county.

PART VII of the Bill provides for general provisions. It provides for
the powers of the Executive Member to make Regulations for better
implementation of the Act.

Dated the l lth February, 2015.
MICHAEL KINYUA,

Chairman, Trade, Tourism, Entrepreneurship and Co-operative
Development Committee.


