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THE VHHGA COUNTY SPORTS MANAGEMENT ACT 2019

AN ACT of the County Assembly of Vihiga to provide for the
management, promotion and regulation of sports in the Vihiga
County and for related purposes

ENACTED hy the County Assembly of Vihiga as follows—

PART I—PRELIMINARIES

Short title

1 This Act may be cited as Vihiga County Sports Management Act,
2019 and shall come mto operation upon publication m the Kenya Gazette

Interpretations

2 In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

"Accountmg Standards Board" means the Public Sector Accounting
Standards Boards established under section 192 of the Public Finance
Management Act,

"Admmistrator" means the Sports Management Fimd Admmistrator
appointed m accordance with Section 10 of this Act,

Committee" means the Coimty Sports Management Comrmttee
established under section 4,

"County means" Vihiga County

"County Assembly" means County Assembly of Vihiga,

"County Government" means County Government of Vihiga,

"Effective date" means the day upon which this Act comes to
operation,

"Executive Comimttee" means Executive Comrmttee pursuant to
Article 179 of the Constitution of Kenya,

"Executive member" means the member of the County Executive
Committee responsible for Sports,

"Former department" means the department or unit responsible for
sports withm the county pubhc service existmg immediately before the
effective date,

"Fund" means the County Sports Fund estabhshed by section 10,

"Local Sports Team" means sports team that is donuciled m the
County with not more than seventy percent of its members bemg residents
of the County and is affiliated to a recognised federation of association
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"Sports" includes all forms of physical or mental activity which,
through casual or organized participation, or through trammg activities,
aim at expressmg or improving physical and mental well-bemg, forming
social relationship or obtainmg results m a competition at all levels

Purpose of the Act

3 Objects and Purposes of the Act—

(a) to establish an efficient structure for management of sports by
promotmg cooperation amongst agencies with the role m sports,
and enhancing their capabilities to mamtam the provision of
essential services durmg penods of sports,

(b) to require the preparation and implementation of a Sports Plan m
accordance with the requirements of this Act,

(c) to vest m persons and agencies to act durmg times of sports m
accordance with the sports plan approved under this Act, and
require the observance and implementation of directives given
and mitiatives taken by persons authonzed under this Act, and

(d) otherwise enhance the capacity of the County Government,
relevant agencies and the community to effectively manage the
sports

PART n—COUNTY SPORTS MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE

Establishment of Sports Management Committee

4 There shall be established the County Sports Management
Committee

Composition of Sports Management Committee

5 (1) The committee shall consist of—

(a) non-executive appomted by the County Executive Committee
Member responsible for sports member m consultation with the
Executive committee who shall be the chairperson,

(b) a person with disability from the most representative sports
association for people with disability to be appomted by the
Executive Committee Member for the time being responsible for
Sports,

(c) at least two youth representative from both gender appomted by
the Executive Committee Member for the time bemg responsible
for Sports,
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(d) four representatives from the most representative County Sports
Federation to be appomted by the Executive Committee Member
for the tune bemg responsible for Sports,

(e) the County Director of Sports who shall be the secretary,

(Q the Chief Officer for the time bemg responsible for matters
relatmg to finance,

(g) the Chief Officer for the time bemg responsible for matters
relatmg to sports, and

(b) a Fund Admmistrator who shall also be the secretary to the
Committee who shall be appomted by the County Executive
Committee Member for Finance m consultation with the County
Executive Committee Member for Sports

(2) The member under Sub-section (1) (e) (f) (g) may appomt
altemate members m wntmg who must be semor officers to represent
them m Committee meetmgs

(3) The County Executive Committee Member time bemg
responsible for Sports shall m the appointment of members ensure
compbance with two thirds gender pnnciple

Functions of the Sports Management Committee

6 (1) The committee shall—

(a) set policies on sports management,

(b) approve the County Sports Plan,

(c) review, approve and endorse recommendations of the Director,
oversee the application of the County Sports Plan and give any
order or direction necessary for the Sports - Plan to be
implemented,

(d) implement the national government policy on sports response,

(e) discharge any other responsibdity or exercise any other power as
provided by this Act of the County Sports Plan,

(f) consider, verify and approve funding for local sports teams and
youth activities,

(g) receive any gifts, grants, donation or endowments made to the
Fund and make disbursements therefrom m,

(h) attract lawful paid activities at the County Sports Facilities for
purposes of raismg revenue to sustam the facilities.
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(i) raise funds through sports lotteries, investments or any other
lawful means,

(]) ensure that any sport activity carried out for the purposes of the
Fund complies with the law,

(k) formulate guidehnes to achieve the objects of the Fund,

(f) provide oversight on the admmistration and management of the
Fund,

(g) approve the opemng and operation of bank accounts for the Fund,

(h) ensure that money held in the Fund, including any earnings or
accruals is spent only for the purposes for which the Fund is
established, and

(i) perform such other functions as the committee may deem
necessary for the proper discharge of its mandate

(2) The Committee shall report quarterly to the County Executive
Committee through the County Executive Conmuttee Member responsible
for Sports the status of Sports of the County

(3) The conduct and regulation of the busmess and affairs of the
committee shall be as provided for in the general provisions

(4) Except as provided m the general provisions, the committee may
regulate its own procedure

Establishment of the Secretariat

7 (1) There shall be estabhshed, the Secretariat of Sports
Management

(2) The Secretariat shall—

(a) be under the direct management and supervision of the
committee,

(b) be headed by the Fund Admimstrator

Functions of the Secretariat

8(1 )The Secretanat shall—

(a) assess and review all sports and make appropnate
recommendations to the committee,

(b) prepare and subject to the committee for approval the Sports Plan
for implementation,

(c) m collaboration with Sports Kenya co-ordmate and monitor the
implementation of the National and County Sports Policy,
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(d) ensxire that areas in the county in need of sports facilities are
identified and measures for their development are undertaken by
the Department of the County,

(e) undertake any activity relatmg to raismg the capacity withm the
County to participate m sports,

(Q ensure that the Sports Plan is publicized and that all sectors of the
community are made aware of the benefits of sports,

(g) ensure that a coordinate inter agency approach is undertaken m
relation to all sportmg activities across the County,

(h) implement the decisions of the comnuttee and give proper effect
to the provision of this Act and the Sports Plan,

(i) identify buildmgs and places which could be used as sportmg
centers or camps m case of and make arrangements of water
supply and samtation for such bmldmgs,

0) advise the County Government on all matters relatmg to sports
response, and

(k) ensure that such relevant agencies or institutions as may be
determined by the Director, prepare their own sports plans,

(1) promote sports tournaments across the county

PART ni—ESTABLISHMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF

VIHIGA COUNTY SPORTS FUND

Estabhshment of the Fund

9 There is established a Fund known as Vihiga County Sports Fund

Administrator of the Fund

10 The Administrator shall be responsible for the runmng of the day-
to-day activities of the Fund

Functions of the administrator

11 The Admimstrator shall—

(a) prepare accounts for the Fund for each financial year,

(b) not later than three months after the end of each financial year
submit financial statements relatmg to those accounts to the
Auditor- General which shall mclude—

(i) the date and amount of each payment made from the Fund,

(u) the person to whom the payment was made.
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(m) the purpose for which the pajnnent was made, and

(iv) whether the person to whom the payment was made has spent
the money for that purpose and a statement made to that
effect,

(c) present the financial statements to the County Assembly,

(d) manage, control and adnunister the assets of the Fund m such
manner and for such purposes as to best promote the purpose for
which the Fund is established,

(e) manage county sports facilities,

(f) receive from local sports teams, at least six months before the
commencement of every fmancial year, an annual sports
programme outlmmg a comprehensive plan of action for the
development rehabilitation and mamtenance of sports projects or
programmes of the team and estimated costs of every activity,

(g) ensure that the eammgs of, or accruals to the Fund are retained m
the Fund unless the Executive Committee Member directs

otherwise,

(h) mamtam proper records of the Committee's affairs and books of
accounts,

(i) submit quarterly retums and reports of the Committee operations
to the Executive Committee,

(j) make penodic payments to eligible local youth and sports teams
for activities sponsored by the County Government,

(k) enter mto contracts on behalf of the Fund,

(1) supervise and manage the operations of the Fund, and

(m)perform any other function that may be assigned by the
Management Committee

PART IV—COUNTY SPORTS PLAN

The Sports Plan

12 (1) There shall be prepared a Sports Plan for sports for the County
to be called the Vihiga County Sports Plan

(2) The Sports Plan shall be prepared by the Directorate havmg
regard to then County Sports Policy and shall be approved by the County
Executive Committee

(3) The Sports Plan shall mclude—
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(a) measure to be taken for the organization, coordmation and
promotion of sporting activities m the Coimty,

(b) measure to be taken for the arrangement, protection and
preservation of the sports facihties of the County Government,

(c) measure to be taken for the mtegration of vanous sports activities
mthe sports plans,

(d) measure to be taken for the organization of the annual county, sub
-county and ward sports association activities,

(e) the regulation of sportmg activities and the minimum standards to
be observed m provision of sports facilities, and

(Q roles and responsibilities of different County Government
Departments and other such agencies not being part of the county
government structure

(4) The Sport Plan shall be reviewed and updated aimually

(5) The County Government shall make appropriate provisions for
financmg the measures carried out m the Sports Plan

Role of the County Government

13 The County Government shall—

(a) ensure that officers are framed for sports,

(b) ensure that resources relating to Sports are so maintained as to be
readily available for use,

(c) ensure that all construction of sports projects under it or withm its
junsdiction conform to the laid down standards and
specifications, and

(d) carry out relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction activities m the
affected area m accordance with the sports plan

PART V -ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR SPONSORSHIP

Eligibility cntena for sponsorship

14 (1) A Local Sports Team shall qualify for sponsorship if the
team—

(a) IS registered under the relevant Law,

(b) has a bank account m its name,

(c) must have been active and m existence for at least one year, and

(d) has at least seventy percent of its membership drawn from the
County
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(2) An application for the funds shall be accompanied by a resolution
of a properly constituted meeting of the team or the group and the
resolution shall be minuted

Sponsorship of local sports teams

15 (1) A local sports team or youth group seekmg support from the
Fund shall be registered in accordance with the relevant law and be
recognized by the respective sports federation or association

(2) A local sports team or youth group sponsored by the Fund shall
submit to the Committee the record of expenditure of amounts received
from the Fund once every quarter

(3) The Executive Committee Member responsible for Sports shall
prescribe the requisite forms m the regulations for the teams that require
sponsorship

Disbursement from the funds

16 (1) All disbursement from the Fund shall be approved and
minuted by the Secretary of the Committee

(2) The Committee may impose reasonable conditions, on a particular
local sports team or youth group

PART VI—FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

County Sports Fund

17 (1) The fund shall be financed from—

(a) such momes appropriated from the County Revenue,

(b) such momes appropnated or assets as may accrue to the Fund m
the course of the exercise of its powers or the performance of its
functions under this Act,

(c) grants made by the national government or other County
Governments,

(d) loans, aid or donation from national or mtemational agencies, and

(e) all momes from any other source provided or donated or lent to
the directorate

(2) The Fund shall be used towards meetmg the expenses for
implementation of the Sports Plan

Estimates

18 (1) Before the commencement of each financial year, the
Committee shall prepare financial estimates for that year
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(2) The annual estimates shall make provision for all the estimated
expenditure of the Committee for the financial year concerned and, m
particular, shall provide for the—

(a) fimdmg of trammg, research and development of activities of the
Committee,

(b) funding of education, trammg and capacity buildmg on sports m
the county, and

(c) such other matters as the Committee may consider fit

(3) The annual estimates shall be approved by the County Assembly

(4) Expenditure of the Committee shall not be mcurred except m
accordance with the annual estimates approved under sub section (3)

Administration costs

19 The admmistrator may use a maximum of three percent of the
approved Budget of the Fund to cover its admimstrative costs

Maintaimng of book

20 (1) The Fund Admimstrator shall cause to be kept proper books
and records of Accounts of the mcome, expenditure, assets and liabilities

(2) Withm a penod of three months after the end of each financial
year, the comimttee must submit to the Auditor general the accounts of the
Directorate m respect of that year together with—

(a) a statement of the mcome and expenditure of the Comimttee
dunng that year,

(b) a statement of the assets and liabihties of the Committee on the
last day of that financial year, and

(c) the annual accounts of the Committee must be prepared and
audited m accordance with the provisions of Article 226 and 229
of the Constitution and the law relating to public audit

Financial year

21 (1) The financial year of the Directorate shall be the period of
twelve Months endmg the thirtieth June each year

Accounts audit

22 (1) The Comimttee shall keep proper books of accounts of the
mcome, expenditure, assets and liabilities of the fund, and shall m this
regard be subject to the provisions of any other law
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(2) The annual accoimts of the Committee referred to m sub-section
(1) shall be audited and reported upon m accordance with Public Fmance
Management Act, 2012

Maintenance of, Development of and protection of stadia

23 (1) Notwithstandmg anythmg in any law to the contrary, no body,
or other person shall exercise any power relatmg to the control,
maintenance, development or protection of any county stadia except where
such power has been delegated by the Committee

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), the committee shall encourage
commumty and private sector participation m stadia construction,
mamtenance and management under its supervision and guidance

(3) A person who contravenes the provisions of subsection (1)
commits and offence and is liable upon conviction to a fine not exceeding
five hundred thousand shillings or to a term of impnsonment not
exceeding one year, or both

PART VII—GENERAL PROVISIONS

Tenure of office

24 Every member of the Committee, shall hold office on a part tune
basis for a Three years but may be eligible for re-appomtment once

Remuneration

25 The committee shall be paid such allowances m accordance with
established county Salaries and Remuneration Comrmssion guidelmes

Meeting of the Committee

26 (l)The Sports Fimd committee shall have four meetmgs m every
financial year and not more than four months shall elapse between the date
of one meetmg and the date of the next meetmg

(2) Meetmgs shall be convened by the chairperson and shall be held
at such tunes and such places as the chairperson determmes

(3) The Chairperson shall preside over all the meetings and m his
absence the Vice-Chairperson In the absence of both the chair and vice
chairperson, a member elected by members of the committee to preside
over the day's meetmg

(4) The Chairperson may at any tune convene a special meetmg of
the Committee as the case may be, shall do so withm one month of the
receipt by the chairperson of a wntten request signed by at least five other
members
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Removal from OfHce

27 (1) A member may be removed from office on recommendation
of the Coimty Executive committee or m the case of—

(a) mabihty to perform the functions of the office ansmg out of
physical or mental incapacity,

(b) gross nusconduct,

(c) mcompetence or negligence, or

(d) absence from three consecutive meetmgs of the Comrmttee
without a reasonable explanation,

(e) violation of the Constitution or any wntten law

'(2) Before the County Executive Comnuttee takes a decision under
sub-section (1), a member shall be given an opportunity to defend the
allegations made against him/her

Vacation from Office

28 A person ceases to be a member of the committee if the
member—

(a) resigns m wntmg to the County Executive committee

(b) IS convicted of a ennunal offence and sentenced to a term of more
than SIX months,

(c) IS declared bankrupt, or

(d) dies

Filhng of vacancy

29 Where a vacancy occurs m the membership of the Comnuttee,
appointment of a new Member shall be done m accordance with the
provisions of this Act

Common seal

30 (1) The Common seal of the comrmttee when affixed to a
document and authenticated is officially noticed and unless the contrary is
proved, an order or authorization of the Committee under this section is
presumed to have been given

(2) The common seal shall be under the custody of the Fund
Admuustrator

PART Vni^ MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Management of mformation

31 (1) The Committee shall publish and publicize all unportant
mformation withm its mandate

(2) A request for information m the public interest by a citizen —
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(a) shall be addressed to the Chief Executive Officer or such other
person as the Fund may for the purpose designate and may be
subject to the payment of a reasonable fee m mstances where the
Fund mcurs an expense in providmg the information, and

(b) may subject to confidentiality requirements of the Fund

(3) Subject to Article 35 of the Constitution, the Fund may declme to
give information to a person where —

(a) the request is unreasonable m the circumstances,

(b) the information requested is at a deliberative stage by the fund,

(c) failure of pajmient of the prescnbed fee, or

(d) the person fails to satisfy any confidentiality requirements by the
Fund

(4) The right of access of mformation under Article 35 of the
Constitution is limited to the nature and extent specified under this section

Regulations

32 The County Executive Committee Member may, m consultation
with the Committee and with the approval of the County Assembly, make
regulations generally for the effective carrymg out of the Provisions of this
Act

Internal grievances mechanism

33 (1) The Comnuttee shall establish an mtemal grievance
mechamsm to address any complaint brought agamst the County Sports
Fund

(2) The County Executive m consultation with the Committee shall,
within ninety days of the commencement of this Act make rules of
procedure Avith respect to the mtemal gnevance mechamsm established
under Sub-section (1)

(3) The mles of procedure made under Sub-section (2) shall be m
accordance with Article 47 of the Constitution and shall make provisions
with respect to mvestigation and determmation of any complamt agamst
the Fund

(4) Without prejudice to the generality of Sub-section (3), the mles of
procedure shall provide for the—

(a) procedure to be observed m lodgmg a complamt,

(b) manner m which the complaint is to be mvestigated, and

(c) manner m which appeals are to be made where an aggneved party
IS dissatisfied


